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SEAMEN FINED FOR REFUSING TO SAIL TO SPAIN

DEMANDED EXTRA WAR

RISK BONUS

Court Story of Wear Trader’s Rescue
from Insurgent Warship

|AMOUNT INCREASED IF MEN
HAD ONLY WAITED

‘Eleva: North-East seamen, the crew of the Wear lrnder

Knitsley, were fined 40s each by

Magistrates to-day for

SHIP NOT
LIKE A
MOTOR-CAR

Expense If Prevented
From Sailing

“NO END TO SUCH
DEMANDS”

(Continued from Preceeding Column)

“In this town, it needs no words of
mine to remind you that a ship s not
like & motor-car in that it can be put
away In 4 garage withot costing any-
thing. a ship is prepared to sail on
May 14 you can understand the expense

refusing to sail with the

ship to Spanish waters unless they were paid £5
over and above the special war risk in force.
On behalf of the men it was stated by Mr
V. Grunhut (South Shields) that the voyages

of the

Knitsley had been growing more
dangerous with each trip.

An incident was

described during which the vessel was shelled
by the insurgent warship Espnann, which was
in turn bombed and sunk by a Spanish plane.

The captain of the Knitsley, Frederick Robinson, told

how the men, acting in a body, had made their
demands to him. He asked them to go on the
voyage and the owners would consider their
requests, but they refused the terms. Later the
bonus was doubled, and this exira amount was
paid to the relief crew with which the vessel left

port.

OWNERS “HELD TO RANSOM”

OLDING shipowners to ransom. wes

the _descri] given of the
oes's action.
Coovictions, _ without _penalty, were

ered in Tegard to other charges of

{siawtuly snd wiltully disobeying the

astul command of the

Jehn
|Patwnit

master of the
of continuously neglecting
n board the vessel.

The accused men were:—

m, of Mitford Street,

John Vivian Lioyd, of Straker Terrace,
Doc

Time
Jin Robert Lawson, of Quarry Lane,
buh Shields
hwaten  Williamuon, of Stainton
‘E‘:ae: South Sh
Bovers Duncan, of Bracham Street,
&xm Shields

ds
Watson Cunliff, of Shortridge

erer, South Shiel
ioin Pease. of Hardwicke Street, South

Becior of Campbell

MacDonald Pront,
" Souih Shields

f Weir Street, Tyne

of Slake Terrace, South
-Quade, of H. S. Edward
th Shields.
ded not guiity to all the
less operator of the ship—
es, c/o0 Marcon!
il
pede the progres
d wiltully disobeying the ln\\lul
not
1e hearing of the mnrges
was adjourned for
served on him,

EXTRA COMPENSATION

Provision For Injury To

Members Of The Crew

case. Mr Robson sald

vessel returned
ander on

crew was talking about
1g bigger bonuses for

er, was any formal
before

ron ore was discharged
d. and on either May 7 ord
T informed the officer.

im the crew. that their
@ 1o Bordeaux with coal
to Saltacabelloo in

to pick up a cargo of

iron o
Tew would Know that it
% to Spain, though they
iways know till soon befora

s put on board

|
with the men,

approached by the crew. Hector Profit
acted as spokesman. He said the men
the voyage unless they
d a definite undertaking from the
master that, in to the war
us provided for in the articles, the
owners would pay to each man an addl-
tional amount, later specified as £5, for
the voyage.
r told them that he had no

authority to make such an offer. He
twice communicated with his owners
and eventually told the men that
evening the owners were not pre

at that time t
as_demanded
f the men would go on the voyage, as
they were bound to do by the agreement
they had signed. the owners would give

e any set assurance

it is prevented from
another four

sailing for
“1 do
this sart

are not entit
0 end to such demands.

why
in the world by & similar demand.
CAPTAIN'S EVIDENCE
Frederick Robinson, of 14 Hawarden
Crescent. Sunderland. master of the s
tsley, gave evidence bearing out Mr
Robson's apening Statement
ison (presiding Maglbtrate)
axked I ihe. man boew what  Spasih
port they were going to before they asked
for the extra maney.

Mr Robinsan replied that they knew
they were going to Saltacabello, where
they had been befare.

Mr Wilson: Was thers any particular
danger -lmchcd to a Voyage to

o usaal canger that you
200 anywhere in civl war.
en the substitute crew was signed
they knew where they were going and
were willing to make the voyage on the
ususl war risk bonus  The shij
eventuglly sailed for Spain on Wednes-
day, May

Nir Granbiut: When you decided to fine
the men 5s each they had committed all
fhe offences for which they were tum-
moned . Your judgment of the
wlousn& of the fine was 5.

ey-Rabson; It (. fair to point
out that the master is only entitied 1o
fine for one of these offences and that
58 5 the maximum fine allowed.

Answering Mr Grunhut, Mr Robinson
agreed that the men were quite respect-
ful in the negotiations.

Mr Grunhut: I don't know whether
you dare answer Uit Do you sm-
Pathize with them

t You sympathize with them for
wanting ‘a little more?—No, ot under

5.
On your first voyage to

ce:
Mr Grunhut:
Spain with this crew there was no
trouble?—That is so.
On the second trip you went to

Santander?—We went into that vicinity.
There were three air-raids near the sl
On the trip just before lhu happcninz
you went to France headed for
did

sco what couid be doné i the way
of Ir-nun( addlucnnl bonus.
refused by the

men aad they esthec. reruasd {o

start the vovage. The vessel had to

be moved from the loading berth to

the ‘buoys. where she was tied u

nable. o obtatn
any substitute crew, 4nd the ship 1ay
there overnig]

Next moring, there was a meeting on
board between the men. delegates of the
Seamen'’s Union, thie Shipp
tion, and the capta

hoe mare 1t Was But o the men that

they should sail
that there claim would
while the voyage was in ess, but
the men refused- though the master

inted out that they were acting in
contradiction of their agreements and

might render themselves liable to prose-
cution. These conversations lasted from
930 am to 6 pm on May 15,

THE COMBINATION

ing Feder:

considered

The captain in the course of his talks
thought it desirable to
interview the men first as a body and
later individually; and it was clear from

onday: but on the
crew was paid off and dis-
charged, crew

abtaj circumstances
aTecting the wireless operator prevented
fhe voyage from being started promptly.

Mr Harvey Robson sbmitted that th
crew, announcing their refusal to sail
on this voyage, were disobeying a lawful
command, even it 1o speciflc command
was given: it was possible to
command by anticipating it and refusing
in advance.

The men had obviously tombined to
impede the progress of the vovage, since
that was the threat which they held ou
in demanding this extra payment. It
was clearly their intention (0 stop the
vosage uhless they got this extr

paymen

By refraining_from taking the ship
out on t voyage at appointed
time, again that night ﬂmi AgAin on the
following day, the men were guilty of
continuous neglect of duty. ould,
he ult to conceive more

N
Bank Holiday
Tuesday ti

continucus neglect.
MATTER OF IMPORTANCE
* The prosecution are not actusted
of considerable import-

ce, Robso:
Transinted into a few simple words,

holding the owners up on ransom.
“They were threatening to dislocate the

lndc and business of the owners unless
ment to which they were no
enthied under their a L was

sanctioned. They were trying to obtain
money by & threat whi s
ea! hil

under the assurance
Ln-l

- ot get o
Santander.

Were you not fired on by the Espana?
—No, sir.

Were you fired on by & nmuer and a
Gestrayert—By & cruisee op!

W D m—'nv shells came
over the fo'csle fairly ¢

DANGER BECOMING GREATER
The ship and the crew were n some

bombed by aeroplanes?
—1I would not say that.

Then the Espsna was bombed by aero-
planes and sunk quite e your—
That is so. We proceeded to Saltaca-
o

was becoming greater,
mmgs wers gelting worse each voyage?

—1It ap) so.
first signed these
not anticipate they

men
did
gere going
mbed by planes?—1 agre
Is it fair to = that the last voyage
s very risk; -We were very close
o the firing “and bombing. 1t was
ot y pleasant, I agree.

8o sor s Flakeuie of being bombed
and fired on, lhc men BO! lhe PﬂnL‘(h
sum of 27s right.

a5 that not the reason you only fined
these men 5s—because ve\l thought their

bonus was not enough?—No.
Tiis the Dacs nat. been incressed. to
r centflt was incressed on the

next voya men in the substitute
crew got this douhlt bonu

“The master denied he was pproached
by the wireless operator on May 8 with

@ request for a guaranteed increase of | j

nus.

e did not know that the crews ot
other vessels in the same trade were
tetking £8 extra per voyge.

Grunhut asked If it was not a fact
that the Brinkburn crew were getting
this money, because she was & foodship | 1
and there were big prafils for the gwners.
Mr Robinson said he had bee:

Thomas Atkinson,
the Sundes

riand office of the smppmg
Federation, said he was present
Knitsley on ‘Saturday

Inaralng when the men Were told by the
representatives of their union that they
e in the wrong and that they should
honour their sgreement
ship to the ports specified.
The men said théy had he:rd
* crews been
fhey "contended. they e
entitied to this and unless they got. it

gt
<5

. o that 1t was a
question net %o moch of danger as.of
getting £5?—Yes. that wag the main
feature.

Replying to Mr Grunhut. Mr Atkinson
sald that the National Maritime Board
increased the per cent.
take effect from May 17. He did
know of any vessel an which the crew
had been paid £5 bonus.

Mr Harvey Robsom: If these men
had honoured thelr agreement (hey
would _automatically become
cntltiea o the' increased

o

2

thy
out in delaying the voyage.
(Continued in Next Column)

Yes.
(Continued in Page 6)

0 be fired on by cruisers or | bla

Bupecsmtendent. of |

NINE M.P.s

I
|

IN GROUP |

SOCIALIST M.Fs at Durham Labour Woriien's Gala on Saturday.

Included

are Mr George Lansbury (Bow and Bromley), Ald. J. Ritson (Durham)i

Miss Ellen Wilkinson (Jarrow),

Adams (Consett), and Messrs W. Stewart (Houghton-le-S
(Seaham), and T.

(Spennymoor), E. Shinwell

Mr J. Lawson (Chester-le-Street), Ald. D.

pring), J. Batey

Sexton (Barnard Castle).

Two Explosion Deaths

THIRD MAN
SERIOUSLY
INJURED

Electrical Sub-Station
Accident

WO workmen died from burns to-day
while & third man is in hospital

with serious injuries, as the result of an
explosion late last night in the sub-
station of the Clyde Valley Electrical
Power Co. at New Stevenston, Ayreshire,

The dead men are John Taylor (40)
nd John Marshall ::Sr Both af
Uddingatan, ert

Siephea (). of Watson Street, Uading:
ston, is injure

cople living in the neighbourhood
heard & terrific rumbling from the sub-
siation. Rushing lo the spot, they siw

hree men stagger from the building,
thele clothes smoidermg

Tastor and Marshall collapsed on
the pathway, but Stephen manage

o reach a cottage before collapsing.

Ofciais of the company are investi-

Sating the cxplosion

Mr John Bell, & rigger, who lives near
the sub-stattion, told a Sunderland Echo
representative tr
scream and saw

lching from the
station.

“I saw two men on the pathway and
shouted to my wife to bring blankets
as quickly as possible. I ripped the
clothing off one man and wrapped &
nket round him. His face was
mass of burns.”

door of the sub-

THEY STOLE 20 SACKS
OF POTATOES

SUNDERLAND BENCH FINES i

TWO MEN

£2 each were imposed &t
n

3
-3
2
9

who plea
hundredweight sacks of potatoes v
£5, the property of Messrs Martin &

&
Co.
It was alleged th: sacks were stolen

from Wylam Wharf,
el

Laier ne e the potatoss

told * Yes™
to_the polic

R rebly o the Msyor (Alderman T.
Summerbell), Who presided, Mr_ Murray
sald he would normally pay

ton of pota would not, however,
have paid that amount for potacoes of
the quality in question

Zave
arresting the men.

evidence of

DEATH IN INFIRMARY
The death occurred at Sunderiand
Royal Infirmary today of Mr John
Mushens, aged 30, O 5 ‘Sids chig B

Mr Mushens, manager of the High
Street West shop of Messrs H. Mitchell

or many vears. had been il for a long
time, and entered the Roval Infirmary
some days ago for treatm

He was 8 brother of Mys Dit
former Mayoress of Sunderimsl U ®

SPEECH OF NEW
AMBASSADOR

““NAZ| EULOGY”'+-BUESTIONS
IN COMMONS

A FACTORY A
WEEK

Letting of Properties
At Gateshead

TRADING ESTATE
PROGRESS

ORTH-Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd.,
are letting factories on the Team
Valley Trading Estate at an average of
one per w
Colonel K. C. . Avplerard (Chatrman)
at the second
oI the company at Nawﬂ.ﬂle lhil Aﬂzr-
thi

mal
Siated in gar early Gays that § should
be sat e had let six factories
during o it YVear's existence. Actually
we have r;ﬂcmved 324 inquiries and have

34 fa
markable has been
achlev!d not only by our own efforts. bt
With the help of all with whom we have
come in contact, including Government
1

muu

Missing a
Week

Mystery of Society
Girl

AN ATTACK |
RECALLED

COTLAND Yard has been

notified of the disappearance
of Miss Diana Battye, 2l-year-
old daughter of Mrs L. A.
Hackett, the airwoman, and her
description has been circulated.

34,500 yards
140,000 €uic Jhrds. of Al 21,000 feet o
pipes and ducts, and 10500 feet of ke

m
yard,

arm,
ncceullateﬂ e appol
equl lo cope with it in a compara-
el shocy cime

"On’the other hand they and al
Tocal

development;

B Uinits, | She left the London home of Viscountess
e i, ReaRbio o ,,",‘;, Long, with whom she had been staying,
,ndma“‘s’ the London & e six days ago. A friend of the missiny
iy Company. and, above all, by the | Efls mother who lives at Woodles.
ese, both national and local. Lhe Value | Berl g & Banderiand s Behb:
ot Biad Teceived several anotsmos Jotiees
aimaty of a threatening character between
DF\'ELOPME\'T WORK March and April.
to made with the| 1 believe” she said, “t
aevelopment ‘ot thE. eiate, CoL. ADDIE:| Coranan iy i St pibat, on
ard said th 6 work on |  Cambridge by a man who
eering | inflicted two wounds over her eve
{excava- | with a rasor.”

e[ saia Mr Younxhush

Miss Battye left all her fewellery, her
bag, m-ke—u and glov

mother has taken part in several ir
races,
RIDING TEST

Viscountess Lang, who s a close friend
of Miss Battye, is 49 She is the Seoond
daughter of the Hon, L‘vu Charteris anc

e idea of our may ¢ Mrs Hackett told
My A. Henderson and Miss Rathbone | gleaned from unzu  of_ 310 "'}';, :nzsunder wnd Bt';l‘n representative |

- N Teprosenting a contingent liability t one of the threa letters

asked questions in the Commons to-dsy |3 epecy of contracts in received by Miss Battye has been

about the speech of the new British| “The directors look forward to the| handed to Scotland Yard.

ambassador in Berlin, future with confidence and if our first an anonymous document, type:
Mr Henderson asked wheiher the|SSSC 8 B0% e e e O 'iis| written on a half-sheet of nd
speec the G s by the for the according m Mrs Hm:keu.n
el s ol e inquired | Special Areas with the active encourage- | friend, “stupid threats of a general

whether the Foreign “E(‘f((ﬂr\"s atten-
m»n had been called to the ambassador's
“ Panegyric on National Socialism,” and
whether he would instruct the ambas-
sador to refrain rrom giving public

expression (o his personal views upan

ment of the Government seems to
assured Alresdy the company liself hay
made & dxsumn inroad into the unem-
Pln) ¢ figures and this time
T hope to be able to report large mumbers
employed by tenants on the Estate.”

be| character.

engagement
next year | Micl

Was expected to be announced shortly,

Hackett's plfiend said that the

Battye with Mr
‘hael Asquith, ] ungergrad-
uate and son of Lady Cynthia Asquith,

the form or methods o
the state to which he e Reandia,

Mr Eden replied that the speech was
made on & social and unofficial occasion,
and there was no question of
expressing the view of the Government.
He saw 1o reason for action of any kind.

Mr  Henderson:
function of the Ambassador,
culogizing the Nuzi regime, to criticize
those sections of opinion in'this country
who are opposed o dictators

The Foreign Secretary replied that he
did not read into the Ambassadors
speech the sentiments which Mr Hender-
son attributed to him, nor did he criticize
those in this country who preferred,

1 do ouse. eimocratic
form of Government
HM.S. HONTER EXPLOSION

My Arthur Henderson asked the Firsy
Lord of the Admiralty whether he was
tow in a position o make a siatement
ssarding the recent explosion on H.ALS.

hakespeare

(Financial, Secretary
Admm\lr\r -

replied:

Admiralty.
tatement previously
cens e effect
caused by a mine.”
nvell, who asked
o (:ﬁu‘mmen- not demand
compensation, Mr Shakespeate replied:
S Thix 18 another aucstio

di
that lhr (I.mmgv v

WITNESSES PRAISED

i |Sunderland Man Arrested

At Easington Lane

Syl Benson Scorer 21)
er, who gave an a
briel's Avente, was at
Police Court to-day fined
sentenced
sonment, for indecent conduct,
man and a _man
describedi Seorer’s behaviour at. Christ
Church while he and other people were
waiting for a bus.

‘Scorer declared the incident which led
to complaints being made to the police
were accidental

a shipyard

oz

It was stated that the,woman witness
ook the number of & bus which Scorer
boarded and he was amested by
Durham County police at Easington
e.
e Mayor (Ald. T Q\unu‘erb-l]v com-
Dhmv:mcd witnesses _on \r
spirit in coming forward S h
evidence.

THE DUKE’S WEDDING
Major Metcalfe, who was best man ot
e Windsor's wedding, arrived
e oadons today with !

ecially chartered air line:
P jor ‘Meicalfe ‘told & Sunderland
Echo representative that he thought th

ess been wonderful and

Pro d had
uurea the matter in the best possible

PLAYTIME WEAR FOR BOYS
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Super quality In Corded P
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sa effect, with zip fastener at
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